GOOD DISTRIBUTION PRACTICE 


Good Distribution Practice (GDP) is a set of quality management principles 
and practices that ensure that medical products are stored, transported, and 
distributed in a way that maintains their quality and safety. GDP is a global 
standard that is recognized by regulatory authorities in all major markets. 


The main objective of GDP is to ensure that medical products are: 


@ Of the right quality 

@ Fit for their intended purpose 

@ Safe for use 

@ Accompanied by accurate and up-to-date labelling 


GDP is applicable to all organizations involved in the distribution of medical 
products, including: 


@ Wholesale distributors 

@ Retailers 

@ Pharmacies 

@ Hospitals 

@ Other healthcare facilities 


GDP covers all aspects of the distribution process, from the receipt of goods 
to the delivery to the end user. The key elements of GDP include: 


@ Premises and facilities: The premises and facilities used for the storage 
and distribution of medical products must be clean, well-lit, and 
ventilated. They must also be designed to protect products from 
contamination, damage, and pilferage. 

@ Equipment: The equipment used for the storage and distribution of 
medical products must be clean, calibrated, and maintained in good 
working order. 

@ Documentation: A system of documentation must be in place to ensure 
that the movement of medical products can be traced and accounted 
for. This documentation should include records of receipt, storage, and 
delivery. 

@ Personnel: Personnel involved in the distribution of medical products 
must be trained in GDP and must be aware of the risks associated with 
the handling of these products. 

@ Self-inspection: Organizations must conduct regular self-inspections to 
ensure that they are compliant with GDP. 


GDP is an important part of the overall quality assurance system for medical 
products. By following GDP, organizations can help to ensure that medical 
products are safe and effective for use. 


Here are some additional details on each of the key elements of GDP: 


@ Premises and facilities: The premises and facilities used for the storage 
and distribution of medical products must be: 
© Clean and well-maintained 
© Protected from contamination 
O Adequately lit and ventilated 
© Designed to prevent unauthorized access 
© Equipped with appropriate storage conditions for the different 
types of medical products 
@ Equipment: The equipment used for the storage and distribution of 
medical products must be: 
© Clean and calibrated 
© In good working order 
© Appropriate for the intended use 


